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8 * Prophets ? His friends held it — to 
olie 


cee him prophecying, or linging 


be — all that know me, to find me in the 
Preſſe, both in reſpe& of mine inſufficiencie, (in 


which regard the word is put vpon me by him that Tuyd.rirgil 
applies it to ſuch — in — of my Aue 


diſpoſition and affection, who haue in others diſli- 
ked this ouer· printing, and for my ſelſe alwaies affe- 
cted( it may be too much) priuacie & retirednes. But 
ſee what importunitie can doe. In the ſecond of the 
Kings, chap. a, there is a very abſurd motion made 

Eliſba by well meaning men, and Eliſhs in the end 
yeelds to them in a ſort againſt his will. And why? 
they were inſtant vpon him till hee was aſhamed, 
verſ. 17. This motion of Printing was to me at firſt 
as that to him; yet now at laſt (being a ſhame to be 
inexorable) I haue ſaid with him, Send. Now if the 
Printer (che chiefe actor I meane in this buſineſſe) 
returne as wiſe as they, hauing his labor (with them) 
for his paines,my anſwere is the ſame with the Pro- 

ts, Said I not, Doe not goe? Thou haſt my de- 
ence (Reader) for the printing. If any thing offend 
thee in the Sermon preached,thou muſt remember, 
that I meant it to an aſſemblie knowne,nor to ſtran- 
gers vaknowne: and therefore doe not blame mee 


2 E here (Reader) way made to the He- 18.00 10. 
drew Prouerbe: 1s Saul alſo among the 


ſongs (as it is expounded: ) and it will 2¼ 


A2 ſor 
"RE" 


Tetht Rader.” 


for not vſing the Latine ot Greeke , vnleſſe 
OE my hearers to Latin or ckrares, 
and then I ſhall make no more ſcruple of Latin then 


Engliſh: In the meane time I dare promiſe no more 
chen that I thinke is as familiar to them as Engliſh, 
ſuch Engliſh as they vnderſtand; ſor ſome 
liſh is Hebrew to the —— ou ake dae. 
— further at my naked margent, becauſe it is ſo 

tie of humane Authors, —— ſatisfied 
this anſwere : Firſt,our 12 in theſe parts 
are content to take Gods bare — 
further band or teſtimonie. Secondly, I — 
charge my ſelfe (I iudge not —.— thatvſe it) of 
pride and ambition, if I ſhoul T ſhoul * : for, all 
that know the ſmalneſſe ing, weakneſſe 
of my body, greatneſſe of imp — ance 
— wi as much — and vnwillingnes as it 
is vndergone with paine and heauineſſe, doe well 
know that my reading cannot be greatzand my own 
—— that —— can — 5 oe 
me to this (in theſe parts) vnleſſe I would 
— end ſhould I tell poore peo- 
ple of Fathers and Hiſtorians? What ſhould moue 
me to it, when I know beforehand, theywill thinke 
neuer the better of her bucher fx ine, for ſo 
doing? (verb. gra.) In — children in 
che firſt point, I allude Sa — in Chryſoflome : to 
whatend ſhould I amaze — with his. name and 
his Homily, 4d Pop. Antiacb. ? In another place ſpea- 
king of ſinne in the godly, ad Aganem, I remembred 
Auflins diſcourſe — that matter. In ſpeaking of 
Popes, I thought of Fehdere Virgili note in that be- 
halle ;and the c bringing in of Dania ſpeaking P his 
onne, 


* 0 Tothe Reader, | 4 3 
boanè put me in inde of cars pathetſcall 
to Brutas, g and the very mention of 4bſeloms = 
rockie heart, not yeelding, brought to my remem- 
brance Hanibal practiſe with the rockes to make 
them giue place. Now, (I pray you) had I not little 
to doe, if I ſhould thruſtall theſe into a Sermon? If 
[ ſhould doe fo in ſuch an Auditorie,would not my 
heart ſay,Now thou ſcekeſt thy ſelfe > What others 
doe, I know not; I iudge none; my heart would 
ſmite me for it in this place: and therefore hold me 
excuſed (good Reader ) till I ſee further reaſon for 
ſuch a practiſe. In the meane time, if this Sermon be 
too plaine for thee, leaue it to them that loue plain- 
——— benefit by it, bleſſe God, thank 1 
the Printer, beſtow one prayer on mee, 4 
who deſite increaſe of grace on 77 
thee,and on all the Ii 
racl of God. [4 


Hanvell thu 25. f Auguft, 1610. 
Thine in Chriſt. 
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A SERMON PRE A 


CHED AT BANBVRIE, BY A 
neighbour Miniſter there. 


2. Sau. and (as our Bookes diſtinguiſh it) 
Cuar. 18. Vans. 33. 

Then the King was moned, and went vp tothe Chamber 

auer the gate, and wept : and as he went thus be ſaid ; 

O my ſoune Abſalom, my ſonne, my ſonne abſalom : 

would God 1 had died for thee, O Abſalom, my ſonne, 


my ſonne, 


— 


E E reade in the former Chapters, 
+ of eAbſaloms firange and vnna- 
$ turall practiſes agaioft his owne 

WW Father : in this wee reade of as 

ö flange a iudgement (as ſtrange 
577% doe beger firange plagues) 

h\ © Executed him from heauen, 

* 4 The Lord hauing truſſed him by 

„ the haire, (fit matter for an hal- 

ter) and /o4b with his men diſpatcht him; the King his fa- 
— —— ng ti- 
ings at ate of ¶Ncabauaꝶ, and receiving a meſſage 
contratie to his expeRation and deſite, (tor he defired no- 
thing leſſe then «Abſalom: death) was exceedingly mo- 
ved, (as the word implies) and finding himſelſe ouerchar- 
ted wich grieſe, hee takes couert as ſoone as hee can, gets 
into 


2 Abſeloms Funeral. 
into the next roome, there to weepe it out: but before hee 
could come thicher, his heart would break vnleſſe it found 
a vent, and therefore bee diſcharges himſelſe at the Rtaiers 
as bee goes,and breakes ſoorth as you heare, O my ſoune 
Abſalew,&c, which words are vttered, you ſee vpon the 
report of his ſonnes death,and containe a report of his be. 
bauiour, what time the tidings was firſt brought to him, 
Plaine they be of themſclues, and lie open to the ſhallow. 
eſt braine, ſo that wee neede no Comment; and for me. 
thod, it is againſt method, to obſerue any order in them, 
Yer if you will (to the end you may the bettet ſee the 

rounds of the points tobe d)you may obſeruein 
themewothings:Firſl,D I ſortow: Secondly,the oc- 
cafion thereof, The occaſion is implied in the bet word, 
which is capable of more readings then it hath lettet in it 
by farre : and here wee render it T ben.] His ſorrow is ſet 
done, both as it was inwardly conceiued, and outwardly 
expreſſed; conceive, hee was moued ; expreſſed, partly by 
deeds; he wept,which is amplified from the place, on the 
ſtaiers, and in the chamber: partly in words, words (I ſay) 
of complaint and wiſh, and all for his ſonne Abſalom. Let 
vs beginne with the firſt ; and ſich time will not give met 
leaue to ſpeake of all, let ys gripe as much at once as wee 
can, and binde many things together within the 
of few points. Thes(ſaiththe Text) i. hen he had teceiued 
ne wes touching Abſalows death, be King, i. Daaid, Abſa. 
— — wowed : the word importeth 
ſome great on in a man, by reaſon either of ſome 
feare, or griefe, or anger, or all. Now howſoeuer all theſe 
did meete in Dawad, yet in this place his motion is chieflic 
from griefe : feare had the dencie before , whileſt 
hee was held in ſuſpence, mb iſſue of the batraile was 
doubtfull: anger tooke its place after, when hee had more 
leaſure to thinke on /oeb: now griefe was predominant, 
whichatthe firſt did amaze him, and #fter vttered it ſelſe 
in teares and complaints. When a man hath ſome deepe 


. 


F 


3 
filence ( as it were)and the fleſh on each fide will bee wanne 
and pale, aud then ſoone after, the blood(which had carried 
the newes to the heart) iſſueth foorth moſt furiouſly : ſuch 
was Davids wound in this place, the ne wes ſtrucke into his 
heart, and aſtoniſhed him tor the time; but having a little 
recouered himſelfe, hee poureth ir forth, as you heare and 
ſee. No in that good David, who is heere termed the King, 
is found thus deepely wounded, ypon the receit of ſo hea- 
vie tidings;and weepes ſo bitterly vpon ſo neare an occaſi- 
on, ¶ meane the death of his deareſt Abſalom), Let vs hence 
note this, in the generall, from the Partie forrowing, and 
the occaſion and meaſure of his ſorrow laid together; That 
Gods deareft children are exerciſed with neare and pier - Do&.,. 
eing crofles in this life, It may ſeeme to bee no good con- 

wtie, to ſay that David wept,that King Dau mourned ; 

t Chriſtians to mourne being poore, or Princes bein 
wicked, it is no ſtrange matter: but when a man hath G 
for his friend io heaven, and a Kingdome on earth too, what 
ſhould trouble him? yet forſuch a one the Lord hath croſ- 
ſes, and thoſe ſharpe, thoſe neate, thoſe cutting. Witneſſe g. 1. bis tits 
Daxid (the man in queſtion) a man after Gods heart: what in the booke 
alife had he in his facher io law his time? when went hee of Samuel, 
to bed with dry eyes? when lived hee a merrie day? what 
comfort in Aicha! his wife ? what troubles after Sau 
deach ? What breaches in his familie ? what heart-break- 
ings in his Themar? in his Ames in his «Abſalom whileſt 
he lived? and now when a man would haue thought him 

and drawnedrie, how many teares doth hee ſpend a- 

reſh ypon his death ? theſe croſſes come cloſe, cut __ 
heere are griefes ( in his familiars (hall I ay? nay) in bis go ge his to 
kinsfolkes, his father, his wiucs, at Ziklag, his children, his ty, from the 
Abſalom, And was not Jacob in the ſame caſe ? was t no- 8 Gen. to 
thing to bee rended from his owne fathers houſe? to hue the 46. Chap. 
in ſeare of his owne brother? to be ſo vied by his owne vn- 
cle ? to bee ſo couſoned of his one wiſe ? to haue his only 
daughter defloured, to haue his dearelt wife to die ſo ypon 
his hands? to haue one ſonne baniſhed ? another an adulte- 


ter, another inceſtuous? many murtherers ; neete crofles, 
B when 


4 
> * 


Prou. 24.16. 
Pal. 34.19. 


Reaſon 1. 


4 Abſaloms Fanerall. | . 
when vncle, when couſins, when wives, when children ſhall 
bee our croſſes. And what would you ſay of Je, were his 
caſe your owne? It may bee you would thinke it a loſſe, to 
part with ſo much goods and cattell ſo ſoone; to bee worth 
a thouſand pounds in the morning, and to haue all your 
grounds ynſtockt by night: it may bee it would trouble our 
patience to heare the ſcotnes of baſe fellowes, and to ſee 
that contempt in our owne ſeruants : but (alas )if our kindeſt 
friends ſhould quippe vs, and they that were religious 
cenſure vs; if our one wives ſhould begin to bee wearie of 
vs, and wee ſhould haue the burying of tenne children, and 
firft vnburie them, and there ſee how louingly they ſate to- 
gether, and what prouiſfion was there made forthe ches. 
ring of their hearts, and heere plucke out one, there ano. 
ther (perhaps ) lim-meale,and lay them all on an heape; 
would not this haue wrought ypon ys? But then, if to all 
this,there ſhould be added ſuch plagues on the body, ſuch 
terrours on the ſoule ; would wee not lay our croſſes were 
ſharpe? yes (brethren) : we may ſay that Jeb were ſharpe, 
and fore, and ncere; when friends, when ſeruants, when 
children, when wife, when God and all ſeeme to miniſter 
matter of griefe, It ſhall be needleſſe to draw you further 
in examples, theſe are beyond exception; whether you 
looke to the goodneſſe of the men, or * greatnes of 17 
croſles:in all whom wee ſee that verified, which once Sals- 
wor the ſon, and Danid the father deliuered in more gene- 
rall cearmes; the one touching the number of the faith» 
fuls aſflictions, that they come by ſeuens (. i. troupes) in one 
and the ſame day; the other touching both number and 
meaſure, that they are many and great, in number many, 
in nature waightie,as the word ſignifieth both. But leauing 
teſtimonies;what might bee the cauſe that Gods beſt chil- 
dren are ſo ſped? Is it their religion ? Is it their proſeſſion? 
No, no, it is becauſe they 2 with corruption (if you 
will baue it all at once) and therefore muſt bee purged: for 
firſt (a little to enlarge our ſelues in the vnfolding of ſome 
few amongſt many reaſons ) Gods beſt children will ſome- 
times-venture on noiſome meates , and hurtfull poyſons; 


AMbſaloms Funeral. 
they will feede on the groſler ſinnes, they will drinke in ve- 
ry puddle,(I meane jniquitic);and when the childe hath ſo 
done, what ſhould the father doe? If Daxid will lie and 
commit adultery, and fall to murther innocents ; what can 
God doe leſſe for Dawid, vnleſſe hee would haue him dam- 
ned, then ſcourge him chorowly ? what ſhould hee doe, but 
lay ic on his skinne, yea and laſh his conſcience; and when 
hee will bee walking ſo neere hels mouth, take him by the 
heeles, and make him beleeue hee will throw him in ? what 
though he do crie ? what though he be croſſed of his will? Is 
it not better he ſhould cry heere, then in hell? and receiue 
his payment — his iudgement there ? ls it not 
better he ſhould loſe his fin, then God his child? So then, 
one cauſe why the Lord doth thus lay loade on his children 
here, is, becauſe they defile themſelues, ( ſometimes ) with 
groſſe finnes, and therefore muſt haue much waſhing; they 
take the deadlieſt poyſon,and therefore muſt haue working 
phyſicke, Dazid was gone ſo farre this way, that to this 
place hee hath not recouered himſelfe, hee deales not like 
old Dauid as yet; and therefore every moneth almoſt, hee 
muſt haue a purge; and whoſoeuer he be, that will venture 
aſtet him in wels dangerous pathes, ſhall be ſure to paſſe vn- 
der the tod, as Daxid did, if he be Gods as Dauud was. Se- 
condly,Gods children, if they fall not to deadly poyſon, yet 
will they ſurſet of lawfull meates and —— ynlawfully, 
ſo childiſh we are, when we are curned to delights, that 
for our lives wee cannot keepe a meane; wee cannot haue 
proſperitie but wee will abuſe it, wee ſwell, wee bragge,we 
ſnuffe, wee looke over our brethren and forget our ſelues, 
euen the beſt of vs all, Poore David, that ſcarce euer came 
where proſperitie grew, had but a little reſt, and he beganne 


to dreame of golden mountaines; hee thought eroſſes had Pfal.zo, 


now taken their leaue of him, and would be afraid to looke 
into the Court, and therefore Al ſalom is ſent out of his 


bowels to conſute him. And good Hezechiah,who was firſt . King. 20. 


humbled at the comming of Senacherib, and the ſecond 


time brought to deaths dore by grieuous ſickneſſe, had no 
ſooner a little reſpite, but he begins to looke big, and to lay 
B 2 about 
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about him, when Ambaſſadours came to viſit him, hee car. 
ries them from place to place, and ſets the belt fide our. 
ward : he ſwaggers not onely with them, but with Eſay too; 
(who tooke as ſmall pleature in this his courting, as many of 
his cloth doe now in preaching ): O Eſay ( faith hee) you 
cannot tell who haue been heere, Grear ſtates; the King of 
Babel ſent Ambaſſidouts to vs, fuch Princes fo farrc from 
vs take notice of vs; and they (I would haue thee know) 
were royally entertamed: wee ſhewed them withall, what 
Rore of gold and ſiluet our treaſures could afford; we would 
haue them know, that all che wit and wealthis notlodged 
in Babell, but that Coos people haue it in them, and about 
them too, as occaſion ſhall ſerue. Thus Hezechiab thought 
hee ſpake but teaſon: but the Lord ſeeing him ſo ranc ke, 
thinkes it time to let him blood, and therefore Eſay piues 
him acooler : You haue made ( faith hee) for ſo in effect hee 
ſpeakes) a faite hand of your wealth, you haue: you haue 
brought the woolfe to the folde, and now keepe him out if 
you can: Gold- thu ſty Babel now knowes where to haue a 
dravght : and as for your lelfe, ſith you thinke the better of 
your ſelfe for your wealth, the Lord hath made your Will, 
and che King of Bahell is your Executor, Thus becauſe He- 
zechiah furfeired.heis phyficke : and this is another reaſon 
of the Lords thus dealing with his people, becauſe the diffe- 
rence is not great whether youcate bad meate, or ſurfeit on 
— Thirdly, God had but neede to diet the beſt of vs 
ometimes, becauſe we be ſo lazie when wee are full, much 
like to a man that comes newly from a feat, fit for nothing; 
we follow our calling as if we would drop on ſleepe, we per- 
forme exerciſes of religion, as children ſay their leſſons, 
mindingeuery thing — then that in hand: wee come 
to the ordinances of God, as fed wantons to a feaft;nothing 
pleaſeth, vnleſſe it bee ſome odde fawce, or new invention, 
the worſt diſh on the table; ſo it is with vs, when wee come 
to the Word, the ſenſe muſt be pleaſed, as well as the heart 
edified,elſc it is but a dry feaſt, one tricke of wit doth more 
ffect, then twentie gracious ſentences : now when the 
ord ſces our mouth ſo farre out of taſte, that it _ 
reli 
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reliſh our meate, and diſcovers in ys ſuch a lazineſſe about 
our buſineſſe, hee thinkes it reaſon to provide ſome remedie 
in time, lett cheſe fore-runners of ſickneſſe breake forth into 
worſe inconveniences ; and ſurely Daxids practiſe and caſe 
may affright vs all ; for (alas) how did hee gather mud, when 
he had ſtood (till a while ? and how would his corruptions 
againe haue growne to ſome head, had not Abſalom beene 
raiſed vp to breathe him, and to diſperſe them? Now if Da- 
wid were ſo ſoggie after ſo many breathings, Dau, 2 man 
of ſo good a diet; how reſty ſhould wee bee if neuer walker ? 
how grounded on our lees with Moab, it neuet turned forth 
from veſſell to veſſell? It ſtands the Lord therefore vpon, 
if hee will prowde for his harueſt, and our good, to take 
ſome paines with vs, left otherwiſe hee falle of his vintage, 
whileſt we want drefling, 

Fourthly ,(andin a word) eroſſes had need to come, and 
come thicke, and come in ſtreugth to the ſtrongeſt of vs, 
becauſe in the beſt there be many and ſtrong corruptions : 
O che pride, the pride, the vnbeleeſe, the ignorance, the 
ſelfe-loue that lodges in the pureſt ſoule ! would yee not 
haue thought. that Dawid by this time had almoſt emptied 
himſelfe of all pride; that all paſſions, all loue of the world, 
all carnall affections, had beene well neere buried? but ſee, 
ſee, when croſſes come, how he laies about him, hee ſobs, 
hee roates, he would die ina pafſion,as if he knew not What 
he did, or cared not what he ſaid. Now ſhould not ſuch a 
ſtomacke as this be taken done? yes, the childe had beene 
ſpilt there, if the rod had been ſpared; and therefore God 
laies it on. Now if good Dasid,after ſo much breaking, and 
ſo long Randing in religion, be ſo waſpiſh, ſo impatient, fo 
paſſionate,doe not you thinke that there is ſome {tore in ys ? 
let vs be croſſed a little, cannot we chaſe ? let vs bee abuſed ; 
cannot we finde our tongues ? adde to this our worldlineſle, 
cannot wee bee content to live longer in this world (bad 
though it be) doe we not dote too much on one a Abſalons 
or other ? bee not our hearts yet vnbroken? why then you 
ſee, God muſt ſmite and (mite againe,and ſmite home, and 
draw blood: for no ſound heart mult goe to heauen, as ons 

ut: 
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but ſound hearts muſt come thithetʒ ſound (1 ſay) from 


pocrifie, but broken with finne and ſorrow. Thus wee ſee 
great cauſe of great affliction on Gods part, ſuh our ſinnes 
are great, which mult bee purged and preuented; our ſurfers 
reat,which mult be cured;our deadneſſe great, which muſt 
quickened; out infide bad, which mult be cleanſed. Time 
will not giue leaue to ſpeake of all: One more reaſon ſhall be 
drawne from our one practiſe, and ſo an end, As God 
laies many croſſes on vs, ſo wee may thanke our ſelues tor 
many too, not onely in that wee doe deſetue them, but in 
that we worke them out of our owne bowels : for many we 
draw ypon our ſelues by riot, idleneſſe, vnthriftineſſe, rage, 
&c, and the moſt we make more heauie (chat are heavie e- 
nough already) through our owne folly;and that is, whileſt 
we take into out wounds, looking no higher, and what with 
vnbeleefe and impatience, doe double the croſſe on our 
ſelues. Dauids burthen was heauie enough already,hee did 
not need to encreaſe it: yet ſuch is Dawids weakneſſe, hee 
cannot chooſe, it is his Al ſalom, prety Abſalom, and there- 
fore he muſt pay for his paſſions; and thus, when God af- 
flicts ys in meaſure, (as euet he doth his children) wee make 
our croſſes beyond meaſure, becauſe wee keepe no meane in 
mourning ; and not onely ſo, but we prouoke our father to 
giue vs ſomewhat for brawling and for ſtrugling: and thus 
we ſee ſome reaſons of our ſo great and neare affliQions, ta- 
ken from our ſelues from our God. The wicked 
will — — themſclues, wronged, that wee giue not 
them — ir —_— credit _ _ troubles; but 
(to ſpeake properly areno 5, but onely executi- 
oners, they — and beadles; when — 
— — the Lord hath aſſigned ſome of his 
ſhrewdeſt children to puniſhment, they ſhall haue the of- 


fice ſometimes to bee the gaoler or belman, that is their 
preferment. Leauing therefore theſe ſcullians in the kitc hin 
there to ſcoure a veſſell, or licke a diſh, when they ſhall bee 
called ypon ; let ys make our vſe of this fo large a Do- 


— and ſee whether wee can bee briefer there. Firſt 
an, 
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who would be knowne by that name, make account of ſuch 
and-prepare for them, Such is our follie (for the moſt part) 
when the Sunn ſhines, we neuer think of a darke night; & 
when the morniog is faire, wee neuer feare a ſtorme, and 
therefore are ſometimes taken without our cloake ( asic 
were). Such alſo is our conceit of our ſelues, and confidence 
in worldly helps, that we hope they will not ſee ys want; or 
if they faile, yer we thinke to ſhift better then others can, & 
to liue by our wits: hence it is, that wee are almoſt growne 
to Babels concluſion, Though others be widowes, fatherles, 
childleſſe, comfortleſſe ; yet we ſhall ſee no ſorrow, But it 
will be granted ( — that our nature needs phyſicke, as 
much as other men (there is no difference io the mould), and 
that our carriage hath not beene ſo good, but that iuftly we 


may feare ſome bruſhing, It may be, David was as honeſt a Rat. 5. 14. 


man as ſome of vs: perhaps Hez.echiab was not farre behind 
vs: poſſiblie Paul might match vs in any grace, and haue as 
little pride, hypocrite, ſelfe-loue, paſſion in him, as the beſt 
of vs all; yet were theſe (holy men) greatly afflicted and 
wonderoully ſtraitened, & why ſhould we dreame of peace? 
If wealth would diſcharge a man of Croſſes, Hezechiab was 
not poore : if honour, Daxid was a King: if either witte or 
grace, Pani was no babe: but theſe will not ſerue the turne, 
Kings children muft haue phyſicke (if ficke) as well as poo- 
rer mens ; why ſhould they not? ſo mult the Lords. Our 
Prince is conſectated through afflictions: our way is an af - 
flicted way ( as you would ſay);and it is the voice of heauen, 
that thoro many-tribulacions we muſt enter into heauen. 
Now then, fith the caſe ſo ſtands, that eithet wee muſt diſ- 
claime the tight of children, or elſe endure afflitions,cither 
paſſe vnder the rod, or be baſtards ; let ys ( valeſſe we meane 
to ſhame our (clues) arme our — for croſſes before Rn, 
in j not prepare onely, but prepare for all, yea the neareſt 
all. For — woes om Davidand others, why may not 
the ſame befal ys? ſome wiues haue great croſſes in their huſ- 
bands, ſome husbands in their wives, ſome parents in = 
en, , 
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Is this ſo,that Gods deareſt children haue and muſt haue 
ſuch great and pearcing croſſes in this life? then muſt al, vſe i. 
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their body, ſome in their eſtate, ſome other in their name, 


AG. 12. 


dren, ſome children in parents, ſome are neerely couched in 


in their loule other ſome, and where is our diſcharge ? who 
hath exempted ys? may not wee neede them as much as o- 
thers? doth not God loue vs as well as others? ate not theſe 
things written for our yſe? O then let vs thinke on theſe 
things in this out peace, and now lay in for a rainy day,now 
whileſt wee can pray; now whileſt our bodies are free from 
diſtemper, and our affections from trouble, now whileſt 
wee are out oe men, and haue freedome ( us it were) of 
heart ; now let vs hoard vp prayers agsinft the time of trou- 
ble, when as either in reſpeR of ſickneſſe in body, ot ſorrow 
of minde, wee can ſay no mote then David now can, (my 
ſoo, my ſon, my paine,my paine, my heart, my heart). Now 
let vs treaſure vp faith and patience, and wiſedome, as J 
ſepb did corne, fith a day y go vtterance will come, a day of 
8 getting, a day wherein our one ſtock, and 
the Churches treaſury too(I meane others prayers ) will bee 
little h : doe not thinłe it ſufficient to haue ſomewhat 
before hand, wee are not at agreement with ctoſſes to de- 
part when we giue warning; neuer ſorget David, a man not 
meanely graced, nay a great husband, who hed his ſoule 
well ſtockt, and in plight, and yet how ynhandſome- 
ly doth hee now behaue himſelfe 7 Ah Dau, thou waſt 
wont to haue prayers, and gracious meditations, as readie 
as eAbners ſword that would drop out of the ſheath: But 
now hereis nothing but my ſon,my ſon j and little doe wee 
know how we ſhall — — in diftreſſes, vnleſſe we are very 
well appointed. No la — the Lord doth offer him- 
ſelfe ynto ys 28 a louing father, let vs come vnto him like 
obedient children, let ys conſe ſſe againſt our (clues, and te- 
concile our ſoules vnto him: Let vs ſeeke to hum ( as one of 
the S1donians did to Herod)through Chrifi(as they throvgh 
Blaſtus) for his fauour (as they for Herods loue); and then 
being at peace with him in our peace, and acquainted with 
him in our Proiperity, hee will know our ſoules in aduerſi- 
ty, and we ſhall alwaies haue a rocke to ſſie vnto in che grea- 
teſt waues and ſurges. Thus we ſee what courſe muſt _ 
en 
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blinde fide: the practiſe wee put ypon yau, as you loue your 
eaſe, for there is little comfort to be hoped for in crofles, vn- 
lefle there be ſome preparation tor them, Men may thinke 
themſelues armed, when they haue men and money to be- 
friend them: but then, (neuer till chen)are we fitted for croſ- 
ſes, when God and our own conſciences are friends with vs, 
and ſſ and for vs. Aud therefore it we will make ſure wortke , 
let vs goe to Heauen four friends , not to the earth; and be 
more cateſull ro get grace in our hearts, then gould in our 
cheſts, for croſſes be as che mind and man be, not as the out- 
ward eſtate, And this is the firſt vie that I would haue made 
of this point. The ſecond ſtandeth thus: 

Is this fo, that the deareſt of Gods children haue great 
and neere afflictions in this life ? then this muſt teach the 
wicked to leaue iudging abroade, and to looke home ward: 
they are on horſebacke, they, when Gods children are vn- 
dertoore; it is their ioy to ſee the faithfull grieve , they can- 
not hold but role it out; Theſe (6y they) bee the ſellowes 
theſe Preachers ſo much magnitie , theſe the happie ones, 
theſe goe away with all the comforts, they cannot doe a- 
miſſe, they; but by your leaue, ſuch a — hath be- 
fallen one, ſuch a plague another, and which of them oſ- 
capes bettet ? and this they get by running to Sermons, and 
thus they triumph, But ftay a while, and pauſe better on 
the matter: are Gods children thus wounded ? What ſhall 
become of his enemies? are the righteous thus paid, how 
much more the ſinnet ? Is this done to the greene Tree? 
Doth the Lord thus viſite thoſe ypon whom his name is 
called? doth judgement thus begin at Gods houſe ? where 
ſhall the wicked appeare ? are ivficmities accompanied with 
croſſes? what will be the end of idolatry, of blaſphemy, of 
murther, of adultery, of oppreſſion ? are the waies to Ser- 
mons thus firawed with crofles : wha: ſhall be found in the 
waies of whoredome, of bloud, of drunkennefle? &c. Was 
Dauud for murther and adulteric once committed, thus en- 
trained: what will thy end bee, who ſtill liueſt in the ordi- 
nary practiſe of ſuch like ſinnes ? yea anſwer this (if thou 
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canſt) are Gods owne people who haue the ſpirit of God to 
pray in them; Chat, and all the Saints on earth to pray ſor 
them: who indge themſelues daily, who walke conftantlie 
with God, (are they) thus handled in caſe they doe at any 
time breake foorth ? then tell me, what thy doome is like to 
be, who neuer prayeſt, never te penteſt, neuet ſſriueſt againſt 
ſinne, but haſt ſold thy ſelſe to due wickedly? Coe on then 
wich thy tale, Gods children ate afflicted, and greatly affli- 
Red too; Iwill grant you all: but wote you what ? it Gods 
children ( whom hee loues next vnto himſelfe in Chriſt ) 
cannot be excmpred from croſſes, (bitter croſſes) notwith. 
ſlanding all theit repentance, all their teates, all their prai- 
ers ; but their ſoules ſhall groane, and hearts ake, becauſe 
they bee ſo ſtubborne, and performe holy dueties no more, 
no bettet; I report me to thee, whether thou doſt not think, 
that Gods iuſtice will one day have thy blood, thy life, thy 
ſoule , for all thine abominations which thou doſt not re- 
pent for, but laugheſt at; which thou doft not pray againſt, 
that they may be pardoned, bur fretteſi that they ſhould be 
diſgraced; and which thou art ſo farte from leaving , that 
thou couldeſt drinke his bloud that reproues them in thee, 
And if fo, then eythet make vie of the faithfuls troubles, and 
quickly iudge thy ſclfe; or elſe, take euery diſgrace, euety 
diicaſe, euety affiition that befals them, to be a pledge of 
that euerlaſting ſhame, and thoſe everlaſting rorments, 
woes, plagues, curſes, that ſhall ſeize ypon thee for ever- 
more. I know thy plea, before thou ſpeake; but (alas)ir will 
not hold; Chrift (chou wilt ſay) will falue all, hee digd for 
ſinners, and what needs all this? And did hee ſo? could not 
Chriſt when hee Rood in out roome, and ſuftained the per- 
ſon of a ſinnet (though in himſelſe ſin- leſſe); could not he 
(rough hee were the heyre and firfi=borne ) eſcape, vntill 
his bloud was ſhed and fliſh tent, and ſoule poured foorth 
as an offering ? then eythet make it good, that thou art in 
Chrift, and become a new creature, or elſe take thy lea e of 
all hope an comfort; nothing remames but a fearetull expe- 
ation of judgement ; and that is thy vſe. A third wee t 
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Is this the eſtate of the moſt godly and beſt beloved in 
this hte ? then as this muſt teach vs to thinke neuer the 
worſe of our {clues or others for outward croſles, (which 
like haile ad ſnow doe light vpon the beft gardens, as well 
as on the wilde waſt,and like bluſſeig winds will pate no 
more Princes children then the poorett beggers); ſth thus 
we cannot conclude, vnleſſe we will eyther challenge Gods 
loue, or the beſt Chriſtians truth, cucu Davds, Paxl; &c. 
ſo mult it cauic vs to looke/Vpwards, to wane for our te- 
demption, and to ſigh for heauen, where we ſhall be free 
from all theſe miſeries, When we are from home amongſt 
out friends, out hearts are itil home wards, thong! our com- 
0 ry good, our welcome kinde, ou entertainment of 
the belt, taice lodging, all bettet then any wee ſhail finde at 
home: yet home is homely (lay we) and away wee goe, en- 
treaty will not fetch vs againe: Now it we can be content to 
change for the worſe, becaule the one is our home for a few 
daies ; bow much ſhould wee defire heaven ( the onely true 
manſion ) where wee are ſure to change all for the bettet? 
where our eſtate ſhall be bettered , and our company and 
our bodies and our ſoules; how ought wee to reach after 
this, and co thirſt attet it? If Dewidpanced after the ſuburbs, 
the Church on earch; what ſhould our affection be towards 
the Citie it ſelfe ? If Aoſes preferred the Saints troubles 
before the treaſures of Egypt, what treaſures on earth ſhould 
keepe our defires from the glorious eſtate of Chriſt in hea- 
ven? and if the Queene of Sheba was content to goe from 
home, and from much of her wealth, that ſo ſhec might be 
acquainted with Sa/omen ; why ſhould not we defire home, 
that wee might grow acquainted with letus Chriſt, and ſee 
him face to face ? eſpecially, ſith in this outney wee (hol 
part with nothing, but what wee may well ſpare (finne and 
—_— how thankfull ought wee to be tor Gods mer- 
cie, that whereas our fathers liued ſome five hundred, ſome 
ſixe hundred, ſome more yeares, and ſerued a long appten- 
tiſhip,the Lord gratiouſly hach ſhortened our leaſe, and cals 
veſtrom this croubleſome ſea, into the Hauen by that time 
were well entered ? This is a matter that ſhould ſome- 
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what refreſh vs in this our ĩourney, and worke thoſe to pati. 
ence who cry at the mention of heauen, how long? truth 
it is (to ſpeake one worde to them) the earth is tedious to 
ſuch as haue beene in Heauen; they doe not like to be pil- 
times heere , when once they are enrolled Citizens there ; 
but fith wee ſhall (heereafter) be alwaies receiving wages, 
why ſhould we not be pleaſed to doe a little worke? and ſith 
our God hath cut off ſo many of our ſorrowfull daies, why 
ſhould not wee with cheereſulnefſe beſtow theſe few vpon 
him? Iknowno att]; tion is for the preſent joyous, all are 
tedious : but if wee will but looke forward, and faſten our 
eyes ypon that crowne and kingdome that ſhall ſo ſhortlic 
come into our hands; and backward, and fee our deſert, and 
what others haue leſt;how we fare and lie, and go cuery day 
better then Chriſt here did (the moſſ of vs), our croſſes will 
not ſeeme ſoftrange, as Gods mercies & patience towards 
vs wonderfull, As for that croſſe of croſſes, (finne and cor- 
ruption) whereof you would be ſo gladly caſed , (alas) how 
ſhould I comfort you againſt that ? I cannot blame you, nor 
maruell at it, if you be willing to be any where (much more 
in heaven) ſo you may be rid of ſinne; that indeed is a bad 
neighbour, which will put a man to Rebeccaes complaint , I 
am weary of my life: but yet (my brerhreo) fith we doe but 
drinke as we brewed,nay, ſith the Lord mingled this worm» 
wood with ſo many ſweetes, and much allayed the ſtrength 
thereof : ſich theſe our corruptions haue receiued their mor- 
tall wounds, and are now breathing out their laſt breath: 
ſich the Lord will ſo (ſuddenly diſpatch them in compari- 
ſon of former times, and long wee ſhall not dwell together: 
ſich he ſees ſume vſe of this poyſon, and turneth that to good 
(a common good) which in it ſelfe is hurtfull: Gth further 
hee hath giuen ys ſome graces, as he hath leſt in vs (for our 
exerciſe) ſome corruptions: ſich (laſily) grace heereafter * 
ſhill onely come in queſtion, and our debts ſhall be ſer vp- 
on anothers ſcore; and for the preſent, hee puts a difference 
betwixt vs and ſinne in vs, (as berwixt poyſon and the boy 
that holds it) ler vs haue patience towards him (though rot 
towards ſinne/; and ſo fall out with corruption, that we for- 
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get not mercies : ut I haue ſtept a little aſide to call 
on ſome friends : I now proceed, Having thus difparche 
the firſt thing growing out of theſe circumſtances named, 
we muſt come to a ſecond, which is almoſt as generall (for 
when ſhould we haue done, if we ſhould deſcend to parti. 
culars)? This that we may make way vnto, let vs a little view 
Davids behauiour in this his diſtreſſe. There is none of vs 
can denie, but his occaſion of griefe was great, greatreaſon 
hee had to moutne, who ſaith to the contrary ? It was no 
ſmall croſſe to ſec ones childe die in ſuch a quarrell : but yet 
there is a meane in all things (as the Prouerberunneth); his 
behauiour is very ſirange, his mourning not like Dawds : 
for whereas this river and flood of teares may ſeeme to be 
fed from a three-fold fpring, fleſh, nature, and grace; and ſo 
his ſorrow to be partly ſpirituall, for Al ſaloms ſoule ; part. 
ly naturall, in that he was his ſonne; partly carnall , in that 
he was his Al ſalom yet the truth is, his ſorrow is rather 
carnallthen otherwiſe , if the parts be confidered, For firſt, 
nature goes nor ſo farre as to wiſh the deſtruction of it ſelfe, 
as Dawid here doth; O that I were dead, dead for thee, or in 
thy ſtead: and as for grace, it would neuer bring forth ſuch 
fruits of paſſion, as to wiſh death in diſcontentment; nor 
rouoke to whining in this vndecent manner: but would 
— compoſed the affections rather, and haue taught him 
to mourne in ſilence. Beſides, his ſorrow is too much to bee 
o0d,and comes with too much caſe from him, and is too 
oone ripe to be ſpirituall fruite, Howſoever then we denie 
not, but David was a ſanctified man, and fo had ſanctified 
affections and withall was full of naturall affection; yer in 
this particular, and at this in(taoe, hee was more vnnaturall 
to himſelſe, then naturall to his ſonne; and bewrayed more 
fleſn for the preſent by farte, then ſpirit, yea, chat ſo dtow- 
ned this, that the motions thereof, could not as yet bee 
heard, Now this light being thus given ro the words fol- 
lowing, you ſee the points doe offerthemſelues fo faſt vnto 
x, and come fo thicke vpon vs, that wee know not wel! 
witch to receiue, and what to put backe. This (if you e 


the word ) ſhall leade the way : Iu that this man (no worte a 


3 maa 


16 Abſaloms Funerell. a 

mau then Dauid) thus exceeds in ſorrow ypon this occaſi- 
on, in ſo carnall a manner, Let vs leatne, that Gods beſt 
children ace apt to grieue too much, and to exceed in paſ- 
ſion for outward things : as in nutch, when once we are in, 
we ate apt to forget out Ic lues; ſo in ſorrow, when once we 
yeelde vnto it, wee ate in danget of ſurfering vpon it. A 
man would thinke, that Dax d ſhould be a+ lutle troubled 
wich this diſc aſe as any man living ; for whether you looke 
to nature or grace, the bankes ſceme to be fo found, that no 
exceſſe of forrow can ouerflow them: for fit, if you looke 
to complexion, hee tecmes to bee made of the lighteſt tim- 
ber ; a man whole ruddy face ſeemes to promiſe a teſolute 
and cheerefull heart : it you looks to natural! helpes, his 
skill ia muſicke (to ſay nothing of ay clic) was not ordi- 
nary; and as for ſpirituall meanes, the beſt medicines to cure 
diſeaſes, the king was behind none in theſe matters: his gra- 
ces were very eminent, his experience much; and yet if Da- 
nid will but plod a while on crofles; nay, if hee will not hee 
repared iot them, it is firange to ſee how vnlike himlelfe 
— hee criesas if het ad beene ſlickt. In the next chapter 
he takes vp the ſame note againe; nay, he will die forſooth, 
he will be gone, he will to his ſonne: and why?he is his A- 
ſalem. And hat thinke you of /ob?the Lord himſelfe gives 
him a good report, out of doubt hee was an honeſt man; 
but did you euer heare a wile man fo farre ſorget himſelſeꝰ 
bee is angry with the light, quarrels with the night, haiha 
ſaying to the ſtartes, to his mother, to the midwite, there is 
no dealing with him in bis fit, and yet the occafion out- 
ward. Iuſtances ot this kinde, ther ore then enow, 
but they ate vnplesſant, and therefore 1 will content my 
ſelſe with one more, and that is /onah, as ſii ange a man of 
an honeſt man. as you have lightly heard of. This /avab was 
croſſed( as be thought fi. ſt in his credit: how bare he that? 
vntowardly enough, the matter ſeemed naugbt, flarke 
naught to him, ( ſaith the text) he chafed exceedinꝑly: and 
hat was the matter? the Lord preferred many mens ſoules 
before the ſatisfying of his Juſt - a great matter: yet this m- 
would not brooke it at Gods hand, till the Lord tooke um 
| downe, 
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downe : well, the ſecond time, he was croſſed in his eaſe,and 
a roote (I cannot tell what to terme it, whether tree, or ſhrub 
or ſtalke; a trifle it was, which hee pleaſed to fancy for his 
turne) : but would you thinke that a Prophet would chaſe 
at the loſſe of ſuch a thing? why, this and his heate put him 
into his old tune againe, he will be dead in a paſſion; God 


comes to paciſie him, it will not bee, hee is angry, hee hath Chapter 4. 


reaſon to be angry, hee will be angry; yea, would he could 
burſt and kill himiclfe with anger. What is the matter ? It 
is belike for ſome great ſinne, becauſe hee hath offended 
God : no( ſir)be is the plaintiffe; God had rather(in his con- 
ceit) tre ſpaſſed him : and this is Jonah; let vs flay in him( for 
we can hardly match him, and yet a good man). What may 


be the reaſon of theſe exceſſiue fits for out ward things? The Reaſons x. 


reaſons are many;amon(t many theſe are ſome : firſt, a greate 
mistaking and ertour in judgement, wee overptiſe theſe 
outward things, and promiſe to our ſelues that from them, 
which neuer any found in them: and therefore wee ouer- 
grieue, when we are diſappointed of them, Thus Daxid 
thinkes Abſalom the ptetieſt fellow in a Country, no man 
had ſuch a childe as was eAb/a/orm: and therefore when he 18 
dead, Daud cannot liue : thus becauſe the iudgment makes 
too great a report of outward things to the affection, the 
affe ddion makes too great adoe about them; the one being 
blinded, the other is be witched: and that is a ſecond reaſon 
= wee are fallen into it), namely the diſtemper of the af- 
ections, when we haue outward bleſſings: we loue them but 
too well; and therefore when wee loſe them, we grieue too 
much, For make a breach in one affection and you weaken 
all as the whole army i weakened if any part be diſorde- 
red; the whole building the worſe for the remoouing of 
ſome one ſtonezand che whole body infeebled by the woun- 
ding of one pati. Thus becauſe David will paſſe over his at- 
ſectione to his Sonne in his life.:i'me, and ſettle his ioy in 

\ Abſalom, he cannot be matter of ti em not commar d them, 

hen hee is dead: he will be fond, while he hath «46/alons; 

no body muſt touch hm, the vnde muſt not blow vpon 

ztherelore hee will extreamely lament when hee 1 


2 
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5 him, and no body muſt comforthim, becauſe his Abſalom 


is not, Adde vnto this in the third place the deceitfulneſſe of 
our owne heart, which doth but couſen vs; and the ſubtiltie 
of che divell, who tothe end hee may carrie ys headlong 
wich the whirlewinde of paſſion into a ſea of croubles, will 
beate vs in hand, that wee haue reaſon to gricue, and to be 
paſſionate. Thus /onah stands vnto his cauſe, and beeing 


drunken with paſſion, hee cannot ſee but hee hath the bettet 


of God: Thus Dauid (had a man cloſed with him, and aſ. 
ked him, what he meant to be ſo loud? ) would quickly haue 
beene his taleſ- maſter, What? (would hee haue ſaid) would 
you haue me vnſenſible of ſuch a ſtroake as this? is there no 
thing to be doneby the patent, when the Lord thus fingles 
out his child ? ought not the Father to take notice of it ? ei- 
pecially I muſt, 6h I did not the part of a Father to him: hee 


ſhould, ere this, haue beene executed for his ſinnes, I let 
him tunne on, but now the Lord hath met with him and me 
too, to my woe: It is juſt vpon mee, and I am perſwaded, I 
ought not to let it paſſe wichout ſome yſe ; I muſt grieue: 


and yet, were I ſure, his ſoule were now in heaven, I would 
cate the leſſe, but _ the example is fearefull, ſo to liue, ſo 
to die. Faice words (good Daxid); he ſpeakes as he thinkes 
(good man), but he knowes not his owne heart. Is this the 
cauſe that you would haue died for him? was it becauſe hee 
had ſinned ? becauſe you had failed in duetie? (alas) what 
could your death do for his ſoule, or your owne diſcharge? 
no, no, he was your darling, you cannot ſpare him, you muſt 
alwaies beare him in your eie; hence thoſe teates. And thus 
wee wr many times in atale, and would faineperſwade 
our ſelues, that what we doe, is done with judgement; when 
(God knowes ) our ſorrow is as full of fleſh as Dawids heere 
was : and thus what through the errour of our mindes and 
diſorder of our affections, and ·deceitfulne ſſe of out owne 
hearts, and Sathans cunning, it comes to paſſe, that wee are 
in the depth of ſorrow and paſſion (as the Aramites in the 
mid(t of Samaria)before we know where we be. 
Now this beeing ſo, that the beſt of vs all are ſubiect © 

immoderate ſorrow for outward things, we muſt not — 


nd 


r 


| Hearne to beare with one another in this our common frail. 
tie, but further euerie one for himſelfe muſt fence and 
mound his heart agaioft theſe abſurd paſſions and exceſ- 
five griefes, Many outward things be ſo baſe, (in teſpect of 
man) that they ſhould not once mooue him, they bee not 
worthy his cares ot thoughts,vnfit to be lodged in the mea- 
neit roome of mans ſoule ; to name them the ſame day with 
man, were to ſer them aboue their place; to beſtow teares 
on theſe, were to waſh tables with ſweet water;nat worth 
the while,nor the coſt, All of them are bur finite, none ab · 
— good, and therefore our grieſe for them muſt bee 
limited with teſpects, and vſed with great moderation, elſe 
it will degenerate and turne carnall, Neither will it ſerue 
the turne to pleade that our ſadneſſe hurts no body, but our 
ſelues, and that therein wee are enemies to none but to our 
ſelues: for were this a true plea, yet were it vnſufficient ; for 
who gaue vs a commiſſion to hurt our owne perſons, and 
to practiſe murther vpon our owne bodies? but this is not 
all, for beſides a private wrong, wee rob God of his glorie, 
and men ofthat — owe vnto them; indeed, world- 
ly ſorrow makes vs both vnthankſull to God, and vnprofi- 


table to man, and vnnaturall to our ſelues (as hence might Rules. 


bee ſhewed, but we cannot ſtand on all) and therefore let vs 
firive againſt it. Let vs, (will ſome man ſay) let vs if we can: 
but how ſhould we be armed againſt the exceſſe of worldly 
ſorrow? can you giue mee any preſervatives againſt it? An- 
ſwere, ſome wee will, many wee might, but ſo farre as wee 
practiſe theſe following, we ſhall bee freed of this vnprofi- 


2 
engage 


D 
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Abſaloms Fantr all, 
tion; hee would neuet haue Rood ypon thoſe termes, O 
my ſonne, my ſonne, what will the world ſay, that my ſonne 
ſhould come to this? but hee would haue comforted him- 
ſelſe in his GOD (as elſewhere hee did) and ſaid, It is the 
Lord, let him doe what ſeemeth beſt to him: and ſo,if wee 
could denie our ſelues in our husbands, wines, children, 
names, &c.wee would neuer take on ſo, when wee part, my 
ſonne,my ſonnel my husband! my child! &c:but as we were 
not doted with them whileſt we had them, ſo neither would 
we be diſcouraged when we loſt them. But here is the miſe- 
rie, (let vs ſee it and amendit) we lay the whole ſtrength of 
our affections vpog the things we fancy(as the creeple laies 
his full weight vpon his crutches):and therefore when they 
ate taken ſtom vs, (as Pharaobs chariot wheeles) wee are 
downe vpon all foure, and ſticke in the mud: yea wee ſet on 
our affections as the Bee his ſing, with all our might and 
ſtrength; wee conuey vnto others our very bowels and 
hearts, and therefore when they are gone, we are heartleſſe. 
We ſee the error, what is the remedie? Reioyce as if we re- 
ioyced not, and then wee ſhall mourne as it wee mourned 
not; bee not too glad when the ſunne ſhines,and then thou 
wilt not bee too ſad when a cloud comes, To this wee muſt 
adde a ſecond thing, which in part hath beene alreadic 
toucht, and that is often to chinke on croſles before they 
come, and to promiſe our hearts no great matters from the 
world ; for what is the reaſon, that wee grow ſo paſſionate 
ſometimes, but this, OI neuer lookt for this, I neuer drea- 
med of ſuch a day? yea but whoſe fault and follie is that, 
not to looke for eroſſes on the Sea? why ſhould wee Wt 
thinke to bee croſſed as well as Dawid, and as ſoone as Da- 
wid? Abſalom was luſtie in the morning, dead ere night; 
may not the like croſſes fleale ſuddenly on vs? but this 
was Dawids one errour,he thought when God had given 


him a fine childe, that hee muſt needes bri ort and 
peace to his father; call him Abſalam Dawid) 1 hope 
he will be a good man and a peageable childe one day; and 
to ſay the truth, where ſho looke for comfort 


ſooner then from his chi 


tt yet, it prooues otherwiſe 
you 


* 
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you ſee: eAbſalom is named, (as they ſay Popes be) by con- 
traries,his name and nature agree like a boat-man and his 
oares, that look two contrary waies ; poore David met with 
nothing leſſe then that hee expected. Let vs learne ſome 
wiſedome from his miſerie, let ys not become ſure ties for 
the world in a debt of comfort, but rather ſuſpect her, and 
corre our ſelues, laying, I now take ſome comfort in this 
childe, I ſolace my ſelſe in this outward bleſſing; but let me 
bee moderate, who knowes what ſorrow it may breed mee 
ere I dye? Thus if wee could forecaſt perils before they 
come, and bee well appointed to receive them when they 
doe come, wee might bettet quit our ſelues in croſſes then 
vſually wee doe; but when we are in our iollitie, we cannot 
heare, on that fide : O ſpare your ſpeecb, or elſe you kill my 
heart;doe you ſay, that I muſt part with my husband, and 
burie my childe? what my eAbſalow, I hope I ſhall neuer 
live to ſce that day, at leaſt not yet a while ; and thus you 
will not heare of croſles till they come, and then you can- 
not beate them, becauſe they come ſo ſuddenly, Others 
know well enough there —— a time of parting : what 
need you tel thẽ that? but in the meane time you muſt beare 
with them, for in truth they cannot chuſe but loue their 
friends,and take their part in all God ſends (38 if there were 
no difference betweene louing and doting, betweene mo- 
derate drinking, and exceſſive drunkenneſſe) and they doe 
not doubt, but when God calles them to croſſes, hee will 
fit them for croſſes, and thus they runne on. But is it likelie 
that he will beare afflictions patiently, who cannot with pa- 
tience heate them ſpoken of ? Is this the way to be furniſh- 
ed for winter, to fit lil and ſay, if God call mee to winter, 
hee will fit mee for winter: and in the meane time make no 
—— 2 ſay, whiles he ſends warme and drie weather, 

will cake my part ? No, in ſummer thou muſt thinke of 
winter; in thy proſperitie, of aduerſitie: elſe thou wilt bee 
ſoone in ane, 

Thirdlz Mzue a ſpeciall eye to our dealings in 
outward matters, that ¶ doe not abuſe them to Gods diſ- 
honour, nor defile them LAT * _ 
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if we bee croſſed in them, wee ſhall ſoundly ſmartfor it, be. 
cauſe thoſe croſſes will come with a ſting ; Dawid was not 
ſo ſound in the matter of Abſalom, as with more credit hee 
might haue been, and therefore Abfalowftickes by him 
longer then hee ſhould, And ſurely (brethren) are 
like pinching frofts, they will ſearch, they will examine; 
where we ate moſt ynſound, we ſhal ſooneſt plaine, & where 
moſt corruption lies, there wee ſhall moſt ſhrinke when the 
burthen comes: would wee not then grieue too much for 
ourward things? let ys not ſinne in the vſe of them: would 
we keep out carnall ſorrow?keepe our curſed finne:if we let 
this canker eate into our harts, Gods medicines muſt pierce 
as deep, elſe what recouerie? build on this (brethren), fione 
alwaics makes way for ſorrow ; in that meaſure that ſinne 
taints vs,croffes will ting vs; this is a true ſaying and of all 
men to belecued, But Iam flow: 

A fourth remedie is this, wee muſt breake the fireame of 
our affections, and turne our ſorrow vpon our ſinne, & place 
all our happineſſe in Ieſus Chrift:ſo we ſhal be ſure that our 
ſorrow ſhall be alwaies moderate;ſo ſhall we be freed from 
the worſt of ſorrowes , that which is falſe and imaginarie: 
for true ſorrow eates vp falſe, as Aaren Rodde the Egyp- 
tians; and falſe is cuer more hurtſull and violent then true, 
as bug-beares more affright children then true men. Again, 
godly ſorrow kils worldly griefe, as ſpirituall ioy mars car- 
nall mirth : let finne lie heauie, and outward croſſes will be 
light; mourne that thou haſt diſpleaſed God and defaced 
his image, and thou wilt haue little leaſure to mourne for 
worldly matters: againe, if Chriſt be all thy ioy, and all thy 
comſort bee ſhut vp in the Lord, thou canſt neuer bee left 
comfortleſſe, fich Chriſt ever liues io thee, and for thee, But 
here is the ſpight, we miſtake the marke, we paſſe finne, and 
ſpend our ſorrow on the world; wee leaue Chriſt, and he- 


lo our affections elſewhere : hence wee are tg ſeeke of 
comfort when wee ſhould vic it, and lc rin ſor. 
rowing amiſſe. Thus Dasid beftir or Abſalow,and 
when all is done, hee muſt ynwiggFand vnwarp all agaise. 
How happie wee, if we nc > place our ioy and ſor- 
row 


44 Abſalom: Fanerall, 23 
rowaright? Laſtly, if worldlie ſorrow ſhall not beate vs. 
downe, let vs be much in conference with God, and in the 


iſe of holie duties, pray much, abound in thankeſgi. Chap 4.6. 


uing: this is Pauli preſcription to the Philippians: You ma 
write probati eft ypon the head of it; forthere is no croſle 
ſo great ynderthe cope of — and thankſgi- 
uing will lighten it; as there is none ſo eaſie, but plodding 
and vnthankfulneſſe will make it heauie. Let then our com- 
plaints be made to God, and let that time which is ſpent in 
aggrauating croſſes and vnkindneſſes, bee ſpent in recoun- 
ting mercies and deliuerances; and then croſſes will bee as 
ſmall in our eſteeme, as they bee in truth: and had Dau 
thought on this, to haue cried, õ my ſonne Salomon, in ſtead 
of Abſalom; and ſeene Gods mercie inthe one, as well as 
Gods iuſtice in the other: and in this heate of paſſion draw- 
en himſelſe into Gods preſence, and lifted vp one faithfull 
prayer, theſe ſtormes would haue vaniſhed (as a miſt before 
the Sunne) and he would haue ſaued himſelfa great deale of 
paines: but he cannot as yet pray, and therefore as yet here 
is no comfort, O let our ſorrowes bring vs ſpeedily to God, 
and then comfort will come riding vpon the cloudes to- 
wards vs. Let vs preſently fall to prayer and thankſgiving, 
as once /ob did, and betake our ſelues to the word and pro- 
miſe; or to ſome holie conference, when our fits doe come 
ypon vs, and we ſhall quickly break the courſe and ſtrength 
of them. Thus if we will learne to deny our ſelues in world- 
——— them ſo, that we abuſe them not; iſ wee will 
thinke on before they come, and not leaue all till 
afterward ; if we will be iuſt in getting, and vpright in vſin 
the things of this life, that we do not enuenome them wit 
fan ; if we will beſtow our ſorrow = * a — = 
ou chigſeſt griefe and greateſt croſle; i y) we wi 
much in p! — iuing, meditation of the word, &c. 
our ſtrengah will bee ſo much againſt croſſes, (at leaſt) our 


comfort hat wee — 2 
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Paul, not drowned. And this of that vſe; you ſhall finde me 
briefe in all that followes. A ſecond vſe is this: 

Doe Gods beſt children exceed ſometimes in ſorrow for 
outward things? then muſt wee not be altogether diſcoura- 
ged, though we finde our worldly griefe more then our ſpi- 
rituall ſorrow: for this is a thing that may befall the beſt, 
they may be immoderat in the one, w hen they are too ſhort 
in the other: the beſt haue many teares to beſtow vpon 
ſome outward thing, when they cannot without much tra- 
vell weepe for their many fins; was not this ſometime good 
Davids caſe? But is not this (will ſome ſay) a vile thing, that 


wee ſhould more grieue-for ourward things, then for ſinne 


againſt God? It is ſo, and doth it not ſhew,that we are won- 
derfull carnall? It doth ſo: why then ; what then ? How can 
I be Gods childe? why? how is David did you euer heart 
him more loud for his ſinne then here for Abſalom ? did hee 
not weepe at — outward things, till he could wee pe 
no more? and yet for all this I would not ſay that Dau 
loued outward things more then God, or that his ſinnes 
lay lighter then his croſſes, For firſt, hee had more ſorrow 
for his ſinne, then he ſhould or would haue had for outward 
lofles, when hee was Daxid. Secondly, a little godly ſor- 
row is more then a great deale of worldly; more (I ſay) 
in ſubſtance, though not in bulke; as a little balme water 
is worth a poole off mud, a little gold comes to more then 
a great deale of brafſe. Thirdly, his carnall and worldlie 
ſorrow was but a ſudden Rorme, a land. floud : his fpiri- 
tuall a conſtant guſt; though it were compoſed and ſilent. 
= the deepeſt waters are moſt fill) yet was it deepe and 
oaking. Now what wee ſay of Dawid, the ſame(if you 
change the name) muſt be vnderſtood of every good Chri- 


ſtian: who is not to be conſidered according to is, 
when hee is drunken with paſſion; but accordiig to that 
he is, when heeis his owne man and in his W Neither 
muſt wee looke what men doe, but what anc and 
would doe: and therefore ſo long d make our 
ſinne our greateſt ſorrow, and iudfſe ou ſelues for our ſe-- 


ritic;ſo long as wee giue all g it to godly ſorrow, 
an 
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point. Now it followes : 


O my ſonne|From Davids mourning and behauiour in this 
particular, let vs note one thing more : you heare the man, 
you ſee his behauiour, was Dauid wont to beare croſſes ſo? 
nothing ſo ; but you ſee how it fares with him now, hee can 


and ſtand to keep out worldly, we are in Gods accofit more 
ſpitituall then carnall : as with men, he that keeps a conſtant 
houſe all the yeere, is ſaid to keepe a better houſe then hee 
that laies it on once in a ewelue moneth. And this for that 


not helpe it. Hence learne wee, that Gods children, who Do. z. 


beate ſome croſſes with great wiſedome and moderation, 
are ſometimes foiled in otherſome, and faile in both. Who 


could behaue himſelſe bettet then David in the matter of Rede 18 


Shimei ? who worſe in the caſe of Nabal? how ſweete his 2g. and 2. Sam. 


carriage in many paſſages berweene Saul and him? how ad- 16. Kc. 2. Sam. 


mirable his behauiour in one childes death? how abſurd in * &. 2. Sam. 
anothers? nay how diuetſly affected with the cauſe of one 
and the ſame Abſalom? what gratious ſpeeches did he once 
vtter when he fled from eAb/alom? what a bedrole haue we 
heere at his death? who could more forget himſelfe then 
heere hee doth, thus to take on at ſuch a time, in ſuch a 
place, on ſuch an occaſion? How farre was this from poli- 
cie,how farre vnlike his carriage in other places? good Da- 


nid, the ſame that would make to heauen at other times, fo 
ſoone as the croſſe had giuen him ſummons; the ſame that 
was vſed to beare afflictions as patiently, as hee beares this 


15.26. &c. 


(to ſay no more) immoderately. And touching Jeb, could lob. i. lt. 
any man living behave himſelſe better in ſome croſſes? In vetſe 


all this (faith the Lord), ſumming vp his behauiour in the 
firſt conflict) did not /ob ſinne, nor ſhew the leaſt ſollie in 
charging follie ypon God: in all which? not in all that firſt 
confi} wherein he was ſo neerely toucht, in his goods and 
hald it his behaviour it was moſt religious, hee hum · 
bled him fe and worſhipped, his ſpeeches very gratious: 
The Le done all, hee is righteous in all, and bleſſed 
be his nar | 
bew afterward? 
ſchooles to diſpute it 


* 


that time, on that occaſion; but See chap. 13.3. 
dheg? hee challengeth God into the %K 23.4. 


uld not take the challenge 2— 
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Pres 
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it was becauſe he was not able to ſtand vnder his argumets, 

The like may be ſaid of Ienab, a man of good behauiour;in 

the firſt chapter, hee makes an honeſt confeſſion both of 

his faith and of his fault, ſettles himſelfe to dye, and lookes 

as if hee would to heauen anon; but at another time in a 

ſmaller croſſe, hee is no more like himſelfe, then an apple 

is like a nut; hee chides handſmooth with Oed, and will 

Rand to it that God knowes not when a man ſpeaks reaſon, 

if hee would tearme him vnteaſonable in his paſſion. But 

what might bee the reaſon (to paſſe more inſtances) of this 
ſo wide a difference? what might bee the cauſe that theſe 
ſo worthie champions are thus ſometimes foiled ? I will 
tell you: firſt, It pleaſeth God ſometimes to ſer on a ctoſſe, 
and to make it ſticke by a man, eithet becauſe the ſame par- 
tie would looke beſides former croſſes, or kicke them off 
too lightly; or elſe becauſe hee would let him ſee himſelfe, 
and know what hee is of himſelfe; or for ſome other cauſe 
vnknowne to ys, but alwayes iuſt in it ſelſe, and well 
knowneto God, Now, if hee purpoſe ſo to doe, either to 
withdraw his aſſiſtance, or to increaſe the ſmarr, alas, who 
can ſtand vnder it?and thus we ſee Gods beſt children more 
troubled now and then with a trifle, (in compariſon) then 
with greateſt torments at another time: and as Chriſis 
looking backe on Peter, did more affect him and worke vp- 
on him when hee pleaſed ro worke with it, then many 
words did at another time ; ſo many times a word miſpla- 
ced, a countenance miſ.ſet doth more gaule vs, then twen- 
ty greater matters,(when God is pleaſed to pay vs );becauſe 
= euer that is the croſſe which hee will make the croſſe, that 

72 moſt pierceth which he ſharpeneth moſt, 

— 1 2 Sometimes wee haue not denied our ſelues in ſome 
particular luft, and then if a croſſe light there, it en- 
ters and eates deepe, becauſe wee our ſelues de i 
vnto it; an affection vnmortified is aſſoone 
ſcauld bead is broken : thus, if you had. hi 
where elſe, hee had been for you, heg ud e bc 
but if you touch his Al ſalom, u pare the quick 
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vs, they doe but nettle vs, and then they raiſe thoſe tem- 
peſts which they cannot laythey doe but bait, they doe not 


worrie our cotruptions, and fo t 


ey make vs chaſe. Thus(in leb. 21. 


Elabues judge ment at leaſt) the cauſe why /ob did fo beftirre penule. 


him and lay about him, was, becauſe God had not dealt in 
extrervitie with him. Thus /onab, who was tamed when he 
ſhould be drowned, was a little too luſtie for a goard. And 
ſurely (brethren) if our croſſes were ſometimes more, I doe 
not thinke but our fits would be fewer, our outward carri- 
age (at leaſt) better. Three ierkes ſometimes make the 
childe yeeld, when one would make him dance and fiamp, 
Lafily, croſſes ſometimes ſteale vpon vs, before wee haue 
armed our ſeluet, and then it is a world to ſee how wee goe 
downe the winde: Daw:d can ſay ſomewhat to this alſo; he 
was fitted for crofſes: when the childe borne in adulterie di- 
ed, his heart was ſoftned ; he had reaſon to expect its death, 
ſich hee was told no lefle : but heere hee lookes for no ſuch 


matter, he giues in charge that the young man Abſalons (an 2. Sam. 12 


old traytor (though his boy) ſhould be lookt vntoʒ hee will 
not ſuffer himſelfe to thinke that Abſalom muſt dye; he will 
not bee humbled for his ſondneſſe paſt, becauſe hee did not 
meane to amend it: and therefore this lies vpon him more 
heauie then ſand, he cannot beare it, as hee bore the other: 
and thus we muſt leaue the point, as we found it at firſt, and 
tell our judgements, that one croſſe foyles vs, yea, layes ys 
on our backe, when another (perhaps a ſtronger) cannot 
ſlirre vs; becauſe the Lord ſets on one more then another, 
becauſe wee are leſſe ſound in one place then another, be- 
cauſe we are leſſe maſtered by one croſſe then another, be- 
— we are leſſe prepared ſor one then another. 


the poynt is prooued, let vs not ſuffer it to paſſe Vie 1. 


vithout ſome vſe, though wee be the briefer. Learne hence 
at leaſt a double point of wiſedome: the firſt reſpects out 
them wee muſt not too lightly cenſure for their 
aknefle and tenderneſſe in ſome croſſes though light, ſith 
apnotbe light, which God will make heavie; 6th that 
oli ght to one, which is as a mountaine to another: ſith 
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chen our ſelues, though humbled in ſome particular; fith 
briefly, that which is heauie now, may anon be light to the; 
and that which now is as a thing of nought to vs, may anon 
be ſome what, if God ſhall ſet it on: ſoft then( my brethren) 
let vs not be too eager ypon Dauid : it may be we haue bu- 
ried no Abſalowas yet, (at leaſt dying in ſuch a ſort)it may 
be we would haue buſled more xn Dauid did. Had Shs. 
mei ſo greeted vs, or Saul ſo purſued vs, like enough Dad 
would haue been at patience before vs, in twentie other 
crofles; and ſo may our brethren too, euen thoſe wee moſt 
cenſure: and therefore haue ſome patience and mercie to- 
ward the afflicted, account not euery one proud and ca- 
nall, and froward, that is foiled, when we ſtand, 

The ſecond leſſon our ſelues muſt take foorth, and make 
it our owne :and it lookes two waies, as if it were on both 
ſides the leafe. Firſt, if wee haue in ſome meaſure quitted 
our ſelues well in ſome one or few afflictions, wee mult not 
preſently triumph and grow ſecure, as if the day were ours: 
wee may now giue them the fall, and by and by bee ttipt 
downe our ſelues, iſ we looke not to our feete. Dauid is be- 
fore vs herein: hee fought more battels then twentie of vs, 
and that with great courage and good ſucceſſe, yer is not 
Dauid able to ſtand againſt this croſſe: his «Abſalom, his 
Abſalom could not bee forgotten. And what though wee 
haue burieda friend? It may bee we know not what it is to 
burie a father, a childe, a wife, a husband. If Amos bee 
dead, wee cannot tell what Abſalom may worke when his 
death ſhal! bee vntimcly, Say, pouertie be no great burthen 
to vs, it may bee paine and ſickneſſe will make vs roare:if 
theſe blow ouer, a cloud vpon our names may happilie 
trouble our patience : if wee can bee patient when other 
mens faults are ſerued into vs, and laide in our diſh yet it 
may bee wee ſhall not claw it off ſo well, if our kinstolke, 
ſeruants, parents, children, yoke-fellowes, ſhall breake 
foorth, and vnmuzzle the wicked againſt vs. O then let not 
him bragge that puts on harneſſe, as hee that puts it off: 
let no man be ſecure, but euer ſtand vpon his guard ſtill rea · 
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him like haile and ſhot : and ſo if hee doe, then on the other 
fide, let him not caft away his buckler becauſe hee was 
wrought a rap, but looke better to his hand another time. 
What though Danid bee now downe? hee may riſe againe 
for all this,and prooue himſelſe old Dania ſlill though he 
be a little eclipſed, yet may he ſhine ſoorth aſreſh, and make 
many an holy prayer and Pſalme after this: and though hee 
now flie, yet may hee fight and triumph againe ere hee dye, 
and ſo maieſt thou too, though for the preſent deiected. 
That Peter that was once afraid of a — face, will not 
after feare the threats of any aduerſatie: and hee who is 
ſometimes baſe in a trifle, may after play the man in grea- 
teſt trials. Say not then, if Icannot beare the loſſe of a 
childe, of a friend, of a little wealth, a little caſe, a little 
ſleepe, alas, what ſhall become of me, if it ſhould come to 
fire and faggot? How ſhall I part (part I muſt) with my dea- 
reſt pledges, and neeteſt friends, and with all my goods? 
Les man, heare mee in one thing that I ſhall ſay, Ionab ma 
with more patience part with his life at one time, then wich 
aroote at another: and that God that can make light croſ- 
ſes heanie, and ſhadowes of croſſes looke like mountaines, 
can (if hee call thee to them hee will) make heavie croſſes 
light,and mountaines ſhadowes, And thus briefly for that 
poynt. Beate me companic thorough one poynt more, and 
I will trouble you no further, and will be briefe in that. For 
whom doth Dauid thus mourne ? What is hee whoſe death 
is thus lamented? Heare him, O my ſorne, my ſonne, Which 
ſonne? O Abſalom, «Abſalow. Abſalom is then the man. 
And hecre a ſtrange matter is offered to thoſe that know 
not the heart of a father. The ſonne practiſeth againſt his 
fathers houſe, robs him of his children, abuſeth him in his 
wiues, ſeeketh to ſpoyle him both of life and liuing : and 
the father, what doth he? he weepes for him, hee mournes 
ouer him, hee would dye for him: thus doth David, In 


whom ſee what a kinde and godly fathers affection is to yg 

his childe. No vnducifuloeſle, no practiſe on the childes 

not death ir ſelfe can divide betweene him and his 
at though Al ſalom can forget D anid?yet Dauid 
F E 2 cannot 
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— ——e—L hee bee a very yngratious 
impe; yet he is my childe : my childe(faith Dawid) I cannot 
but loue him: and indeede he over-loues him, which I doe 
not commend, but onely obſetue to note the ſtrength of 
parents loue if it bee naturall, a loue indeede as ſtrong as 
death, as hot as fire; like that which Salomos _ of in 
anothercaſe, which cannot bee put out with water, nor 
bought out with filuer : and can it bee otherwiſe when pa- 
rents bee religious, ſith God and nature both commaund 
grace and nature, both inforce loue, though not fondneſſe? 
you that be parents ſaue mee the proofe of this point, and 
doe butheare why I note it. 

Firſt doe kinde and godly parents ſo love their children, 
that you may ſooner finde too much carnall, then too little 
naturall affection in them? then ſhall they never make it 
good to their one or others ſoules,that there is any good- 
neſſe in them who beare no affection to their one chil. 
dren, Thoſe parents that haue no naturall affeftion , can 
they be ſpiritually affected? Doth that ſpirit which makes 
vs louing to all, lodge in the ynnaturall breaſt? Can they 
loue Gods children, that beste no loue to their owne bo- 
wels? Can they loue their enemies, can they call God Fa- 
ther, that are tyrants to their one children, their owne 
fleſh? No, no: it argues groſſe finnes,and a fierce conſci- 
ence, when men be fo fierce and violent againft (mankinde 
I might ſay, I muſt ſay) themſelues. What, parents not to 
ſeele their children when they crye, Father? not to finde 
their bowels moned, when they thinke ona childe? hat, 
not of a religious childe? Why then bluſh ye Dragons, and 
be yee #ſhamed, O Beares and Tygers, t ur Lotds 
ſhould bee (fo beaſtlike ſay I? nay Fo divelliſh : for What 


creatures but Diuels hate their ſeede? Nay, could Diuels 
haue naturall ſeede, would they hate their owne,trow - ? 


But why ſpend we words on them, who haue the 
der ſeale, as Pau ſhewes? Rom. 1,5. 

2 Secondly, heere is ſomewhat for children alſo. Is the 
affection of godly parents ſuch, that they cannot chuſe b 
Ipuc their children; aud out of their logg,g | 
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kindaeſſe, weepe for their i , mourne for their ſor- 
rowes, and take to heart dar Ede ? why then the children 
of ſuch parents muſt take to heart their former Aubborn. 
neſſe,and for the time to come forbeare thoſe practiſes that 
might be matter of griefe to their parents, How canſſ thou 
thy ſelfe with that, which is a ſword in the heart of 
thy deareſt friends? how canſt thou thinke to eſcape the 
hand of God, when thou wilt ſeede vpon the bloud of thine 
one parents, and make them as wearic of the light as DA. 
widnow is? Is it not ſufficient, that already they haue cared, 
and ſighed, and groaned, and wept for thee; but Rill thou 
wile kill their ſoules with griefe ? What if thou canſt ſhake 
ic off? Can a faiher ſhake out his heart? Doch their loue 
nothing mooue thee ? nor their care, nor their paines, nor 
their ceares? nothing? O that Abſalom had ſcene or heard 
his fathers complaints l hee thought that now, becauſe hee 
loued not his father, his father could not loue him: but 
that is thy ettout — viper). The father loues, when the 
child hates ; and then can Dawd ſay molt feelingly, Handle · Verſe. 
the young man Abſalom well; when — — could ſay (if 
ſhane did not ſtop his mouth), Handle the old Carle David 
roughly, at my requeſt: yea then can Dazid dye for <> 
low, when Abſalom had as leefe dye as ſee Danid live, Had 
Abſalom knowne this, would not he (thinke you) haue re- 
lented? would not his rockie heart yeelded ? Whar 
could hee haue (aid, if Daui i had ſaid but this vnto him, O 
Abſalow, O «Abſalom, did I call t hee eAbſalomfor this? Is 
this to be a childe ? Doeſt thou alſo thinke my griefes too 
few ? Was it not enough to be croſſed in my familiar, in my 
father in law, in my own brethren, in my wife, but my own 
children muſt adde vnto my griefe ? Muſt Al ſalom, that I 
loued ſo well ? Is it not ſufficient, that thou haſt robbed me 
of my children, and brought mee almoſt to the but 
now thou wilt haue my crowne and my bloud? Did I ſpare 
thee for this? Was I a meanes of thy liſe, and wilt thou be, 
of my death ? Would I dye to doe thee good, and wilt thou 
ye vnleſſe thou maiſt hurt me, what thou my ſonne ? Is not 


a . Ar raced ties 


32 Abſalom: Funeral. 
dec. canſt thou forger vs ?haſt thou been a father thy ſelſe, 
and yet riſeſt ypagainſt thy father? what (I fay) could 4b. 
falem haue faid to ſuch a — ? but he is not ſo happie 
to beate his father, and therefore he proceeds till vengeance 
will got ſuffer him to live, but hangs him vp againſt the 
ſunne. And let all diſobedient and rebellious children take 
warning by this one thus hanged vp in gibbers ; and know, 
that if the kindneſſe of their parents cannot breake their 
hearts, and work them to remorſe, the hand of God will be 
vpon them and purſue them, till the rauens of the vallies 
haue pickt out their eyes, and the flames of hell haue ſeized 

on theit ſoules. 

Laſt of all, here is a word, both of inſtruction and conſo- 
lation for al ſorts; both parents and children, bigh and 
low : Is the loue of an carthly father (if godly) ſo great? 
doth he take ſo much to heart the vnkindneſſes of his chil- 
dren? is hee ſo ſenſible of their griefes ? ſo wounded with 
theirſorrowes ? What then is the affection of our heauen- 
ly father towards vs ? how tenderly doth he take diſobedi- 
ence at our hands? and therefore how great ſhould our 
mourning bee for onr great and many contempts ? how 
ought wee to pourefoorth our ſelues in teares, and to la- 
ment with a great lamentation, like that of the Egyptians 
for Jacob, that of the Iſraelites of /ofiab, and of a father for 
his firſt, his only ſonne ? how deare ſhould the name of out 
God be vnto vs, how tenderly ſhould wee take thoſe con- 
tempts and indignities, that are caſt ypon him, who is ſo 
feeling of euety ſorrow that befalls vs? O Lord, that we had 
an heart to weep ouer Chriſt, and that the rebukes of God 
did fall on vs. O that our one ſinnes could cauſe ſuch 
teares, as other mens did wring from Dazid, O that the 
word would ſmite our hearts, and cauſe water to guſh out 
of theſe rockes. O that we ſtood affected ro God as Me- 
phiboſheth to Danid;he mourned, he faſted, hee wept in this 
diſtreſſe of Dawid : we laugh, we feaſt,we do not, we cannot 
weepe;though wee our ſelues haue riſen againſt our Soue- 
raigne, and to dethrone him, Ah (brethren) ſhall 


Danid mourne for others fue, in his Plalmegathal por we 
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for our owne? Shall Davids good ſubiects take to heart 


ſhall David: ſeruants bee readie to {nite him thorow that 


ſhall raile vpog him; and ſhall not our hearts ariſe, when A Levit-24.2 


the name of our God is ſmitten thorow, when our Father 
is railed vpon? nay,ſhall Dauid thus crie out, my ſonne,my 
ſonne, for a wretch that would haue killed himzand ſhal not 
we mourne ouer Gods ſonne wh6 we haue ſlaineꝰ yes (bre- 
thren)we muſt mourne, if wee will be comforted,and make 
Gods caſe ours, i hee ſhall make ours his; which if we doe, 
then behold what comfort is heere offered: for what ?is 
there ſuch affection in an earthly father? what then, may 
wee expeR at Gods hand who is an heauenly father, whoſe 
loue as farre exceedeth ours as the heauens are aboue the 
earth ? can Dania (T leade you no further) love 4b/alom? 
ſuch a childe, becauſe a childe? can his heart yearne after 
him, can hee be pacified toward him at /o«bs requeſt, when 
hee hath ſlaine his ſonne ? and is it not poſſible that COD 
ſhould be friends with ys at Chriſis requeſt. though we haue 
ſlaine our ſelues and the Lord of life? Can David loue 4. 
ſalom, hen he hath defiled his concubines, when he ſeekes 
his kingdome, his life ? can he then dye for him when A- 
ſalow would be his death? can hee doe all this, though his 
ſonne doth not ſubmit, doth not repent, doth not crave 
pardon, but is vp in armes againſt him? and will not God 
(whole loue is infinite) for Gbr, ſake, forgiue his chil- 
dren when they come vnto him, conſeſſe their fault, be ſor- 
tie for it, and deſire amendment? O my brethren, doe not we 
wrong God exceedingly, when we will not yeeld him as 
kinde as Dau ſay, thou haſt beene as bad as euer A- 
ſalom was, vnholy, vncleane, vnnaturall would not Danid 
be friends with Ab/alow, if he had confeſſed his fault; and 
ſhall wee doubt of God? O but Dauid was fond, God is 
iuft; yea but the queſtion is, whether Daa hath more 
fond loue then God hath true loue : ſay it were his fault, 
is the point, is there ſo much badneſſ in David as there 
ispoodnefſe in God? nay, I pat it vpon thy ſelſe, what can 


his afflitions? ſhall not we, rebellion _ our King? 2. Sam. 10. 


t thou canſt pardon the treſpaſſe againſt 
ee thee,, 
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e will be honeſt? whereforethen /for con. 
clufion)this I ſay, what ſoeuer thy finnes be never fit downe © 
diſcouraged ; 497 ac in thy ſelfe,bur euet hope the beſt of 
God, ſo long as thou vſeſt hi meanestthouteareſt that he 
is a mercifull God : doe now as Benhadad did to A 
bumble thy ſelfe before bim, confefſe thy ſinnes, bewaile 
them, caſt off the allowance of them, and endeavour new o- 
bedience; and though thou hadſt as many ſinnes vpon thee, 
as there be ſands on the ſea ſhoate, and thoſe as great as A- 
ſaloms, yet ſhouldeſt thou finde mercie and be pardoned; 
thy ſinnes were finite, God onely infinite, Thus in a more 
generall manner, wee haue runne thoroughthe chieſe mat- 
ters of this text. Now it ſhall ſuffice to name onely the 
2 or rather ſome few of them, ſuch as are theſe 
ollowing. In that all this ſtirre is for Abſalom, Diinids de- 
light, wee ſee that the more Gods children ſer their hearts 
on any outward thing che more they ſhall bee croſſed in ir, 
Let David pleaſe himſelſe too much in Abſalom, and Daxid 
ſhall it, this his greateſt joy ſhall proue his grea- 
— ple can b thae their child 
ine, i s can be content ildren 
ſhould ctoſſe God God will be content that their children 
ſhall be croſſes to them. If Daxid will be fo tidde that his 
childe muſt not be chid nor ſhem;God wilt be ſo good, as 
to giue him his paimen for ir, | 
ine, if Rulers will give life when God calls for death, 
they ſhall helpe themſelues to ſorrow, and their friends ( ſo 
red)ro ſhame, If Dauid will be ſo nice, alas pretie ducke, 
who can finde in his heart to execute, yea or to correct ſuch 
a ſweete baby, and ſo let him goe God will finde a time to 
pay David, and to reach Abſalomfor it, Againe, in Dawid 
wee ſee, that in cthebeft — * — 
will play its it a while; Daw 
2 1 out of breath, be- 
fore he can ſtand on any 
ground, &c, 
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